AN 


; Ant-Brekekekes -Coax -Coax. 
THROA TI-HA PSE 


FROGGESw TOADES 


That lately Crept abroad, Croaking againſt the 


Common-prayer-Book 


AND 


EPISCOPACY: 


AND 


The Copic ofa LET TER from a very Reverend 


Cuurcn-MAN, in Anſwer to a young man, who 


deſired his Judgement upon this Caſe, viz. 


Whether every Minter of' the CHURCH of ENGLAND be bound 
in Conſcience to reade the ( ommon-prayer? 


With Another LETTER from a Convinced Afociatour, that a 
while boggled at the Common-prayer, to a Brother of the 
ſame Aſſociation, not yet convinced; together with the aboye- 

ſaid Reverend Perſon's Briefand candid Cenſure 
with ſome Uſes of Application by the Publiſher. 


LONDON, 


Printed, in hopes to doe good tothe Publick, 6rat leaft to give ſome check 'to the 1 
Slanders ir bod ay Non-Conformite, whoby ſame Artifice, as Ay ur 
Year 1642,goe abouato re- inflame theſe Nations by their Libellets Pamphlets, 2660, 


"_ 4. 


Ly : 
: . 
- 
- k 7 5 
- i | 
L * z | 
4 45 ”*= E 4 . ; 
Wn 
a 
. - 
- 
* 
ws ” 
o 4 - 
* i 
| - 
6 # "= % þ 4 £ : 
* 5 
= 4 * 
/ -y 
_——— | 
£ | | | 
% , # \ 2 
-t 
' . 
-_ »- 
. 
| _ 
Nees © 
= - : 
os 
wt 
| LL - = « 
% v , p 
Ln, | 
A 
. F - 
}, % P Ks 
* hs | | 
CF 
z 
- 


$4 


. of 
" ih. 


Munday September 24. 1660. 


"His night about eleven of the clock, was a 
SY | gs] vEry violent fire in Fleet-ftreet, which began 

SS at the Red Lion, in, a ſhort time conſumed 
WR many houſes,and did.in a manner ſurroundthe 
LCD 3 dwelling houſe of the Reverend Doctor Wilde, 
now Biſhop of London Derry in Ireland, did fiercely blaze 
apainſt the walls thereof, being but of a thin Flemmiſh 
building, and even into the very windows of ſundry rooms: 
And yet God was pleaſed miraculouſly to preſerve the 
ſaid houſe, and there to givea ſtop to the fire, as he had 


(: done ſome years ſince at the ſame Doctors houſe: whichis a 


| 


ſufficient confutation, if there were no other, of that ſcanda- 
Jous and Phanatick Pamphlet lately ſet forth,as a little The- 
atre of God's judgements, _ luch as have been forward 
to Revive the uſe of the Commoneprayer book. 'Tis well 
known that the faid Door Wilde, all along theſe horrid 
confuſions, and even in'the heighth of Oliver's Tyranny, 
did conſtantly uphald and praRtiſe, as became a true Con- 
feſſour of the Church of England, the Liturgy of the ſaid 
Church-And who can tell(though it be indeed an highpre- 
ſumption for any to be tao dezerminate in judging ofGod's 
providences, and prying into his cabinet counſels) yerT ſay; 
who cantell, but that even.for a Teſtimony to theſe Na- 
tions, and this great City eſpecially, of God's gracious ac- 
ceptance of the appointed Liturgies and Letanies of oup 


2 poor 


(4) 
poor perſecuted Mother the Church of England, God hath | 


been pleaſed twice ſo remarkably to preſerve:chac houſe 
and family, where his worſhip hath been ſo regularly ob- 
ſerved. And if one would be a little induſtrious to muſter 
the diſaſters of thoſe that have been adverſaries to Fpiſ- 
copacy, and the eſtabliſhed diſcipline and Liturgy; it were 
no great taske, nor altogether unſcaſonable for theſe giddy 
tmes. »n.. * 
- ' As farexample, of bai» 
The ſudden taking 'b® Mr. Gower of Dorchef##, within 
few dayes after hiscoming up to London, with the Petition 
of many aſſociated non-conformiſts, intruders, &e. of thoſe 
, Of che ſudden an dangerqus rupture of body that nor 
long fince befell Mr. Bampfield of Sherhorn Dorfer, and 
the yarious miſchiefs that havye fallen upon him, and his 
aſsiftant for{ooth (for Curate is grown too low K- V2 
The ejection of the latter out of has uſurped fcllow; Ip in 
Saint Mapdalens Colledge; Oxford. ct 
The ſudden death of both of their horſes, on which they 
were wont toride toallociations, unlawfull faſts and ordi- 
nations; cauſed as is ſhreydly ſuſpected by three or four of 
theirown Diſciples, that pretended 'to be great Converts 
their making,butare now under fyfpition and legal reſtraing 
for witches, TN | | 
Offo many ſcores of intruders, that for recovery of their 
Hypochondriack maladies, or elſe to waſh off, if it were 
ible by watey-drinking, the ſtaines of their copſciences, 
orthe coveting/ and violent poſſeſsing of their neighbours, 
nay theip own Mother's fons houſes and lands, atthe late 
famous waters: at Weodbiny hill, Dorſet :Their own Mo- 
| ther's 
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ther's ſons, I ſay, and Fathers ewo, unleſs they be baſtards, 
which 'tis to be feared too many of them be; and the werſt 


of baſtards, an inceſtuous brood, being generated, not by 
any Father or Biſhop of the Church, but in the heat of a 
ſchiſmaricall Juſt, by their own brother Presbyters. 
Of che great infirmity of body and mind which Mr. 
ewton of 1 aunton hath been ſubjecto, ever ſince he was 
preſent and acceſlary tothe plundring of Sherborn-ſchool 
and Almes houſe. 

Of the exceeding great weakneſs of Mr. Forde of Ex- 
ceſter, ſince his recanting his recantation, and declaiming fo 
vechemenly againſt Biſhops and common-prayer. 

Of the grievous affliction, Mr. Nichols of Exceſter hath 
had, with his eldeſt daughter, who was firſt mazed with his 


_ over- auſtere looks, his thundring doctrines of abſolute 
predeſtination and reprobation, and his extravagant zeal, 


or choller rather, againſt the old Epiſcopacy and Liturgy: 


and continues a great affliction to him ; God of his mercy 


look upon her, andin her converſion convert her Father 


and her other relations, to a due obedience to the Laws of 


God,of the King, and the Church. 
Of Mr. Cherwyn of YPells his ſad diſtemper, ſince his 


beiog ſo great a Phanatick and Stickler for Extempore pray- 


ers,and againſt the old orders of the Church. 

Ofthe ill ſuccelles of all the intruding fellows of Saint 
Magdalens Colledge Oxon. Since their diviſion of the Au- 
rumYoloſanum,the good founders gold, by their litile leſs then 
ſacrilegious avarice, and their rending of the Church by 
their Chappell chat, and Saint Maries Sermons. 

Of Mr. Ben of Dorcheſters monſtrous chin cough, 
which would. make any that hears him, doubt theres a 
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hear or ſay, Almighty and moſt mercifull Father, we have 


Sot, which may ſerve to put1n the ſcales againſt that baſe 
Naunder of the ingenious Mr. Fobn Ball late fellow of | 


a Comedy, in derifion of an.old puritan ; whereas the ſaid 


(6) n 
{hrewd core at his conſcience, for his ſubſcribing to the 
Kings tryall, and outing Mr. Newt at Tiverton, to make 
room for his ſon and daughter Po/ewheel, and other hainous 
crimes, beſides his great ſlip at Oxford,chat all hisHah-hings 


cannot remove. 


Of young Ber. Tomlins of Newbury, who was in 
armes againſt Biſhops and Common prayer, and ſadly cur 
his own throat. 
. Of the impure daughter of that old faftious Puritan, | 
Gervaſe of eAndover, who firſt got a great belly among | 
her holy brethren, as they call them, and chen to hide the | 
ſhame of the ungodlike godly, ungratiouſly hang'd her 
ſelfin her Ficherten, and yet was buried in thoſe ſani- 
fied times in the Church-yard, as if ſhe had dyed a Chri- 
{tian death, whereas yet neither King nor Church are 
ſatisfied for her Felo de ſe out of that cſtate ſhe dyed 
poſſeſſed of * 
Of two of CaptainDoyeys ſouldiers that likewiſe hanged 


themſelves in Dorſetſhire, rather then they would live to 


na Rome 


ag a 


erred and ſtraied, 
Of the famous Mr. Obadiah Sedgewick of Govent-garden, 


that after his exceſsive venery, now and anon two, turn'd 
mere Sot. 


Of Mr. Ball of Northampton, that turned worle then 


4 


Wadbam Colledge, that,in the book of the Toades, is ſaid 
to have been ſuddenly ftruck for his having acted a part in 


Comedy was onely to repreſen the extravagancies of 
Ee love, 
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love, and was performed chicfly to gratific the honourable 


| and hopefull Baronet Sir V/illiam Portman, vvho vvith 


all chat were preſent, God be thanked, are yet in perfect 
health ſave onely Mr. Ball, vvhoin a journey aftervyard 
in the exceeding hot vweather, took a ſurfer by cating Pork 
and Caule, and thereof dyed: and to give him his due now 
he is gone, 'tis fit to be known that he was the Son of a ve- 
ry great Presbyterian and Non- conformiſt and ſo are moſt 
of his. relations; and in that way and thoſe ſchiſmarticall 
principles he was bred: yet being a very good ſchollar, and 
after his coming to Oxford reading indifterently the books 
of both ſides, and ſeriouſly weighing their ſcriptyres, Anti- 
quities and reaſons, forſook thePresbyterians,and freely and 
chearfully came over to the Epiſcopall judgement, even 
in thoſe times when there was not che leaſt glimps of hope 
of his advantaging but rather of blaſting his preferments 
by ſo doing. | 

And of ſundry the like notorious afflictions upon diverſe 
Miniſters and otherNon-conformiſts,in ſundry Counties. 

It would make vp a farlarger book then that wherein 
the Army of the Toads is ſo ridiculouſly et forth, and that 
not ſo much to {heyy the judgements of God againſt the 
revivers of Common prayer, as of Quakers and other ſuch 
Phanaticks and ſeRaries, as any but mere dolts may ob- 
ſerve, in diverſe particulars of that book : however the title 
page layes all on the Common prayers feore. Accord- 
ing to the. old ones Maxime, calummare fortiter, aliquid he- 
he, caſt dirt enough, and ſome of it will ſtick on the 
ſmootheſt and pureſt wall or garment- 
- 'Perhaps ſome will ſay, Door Brownrig, who was for 
Epiſcopacy and Common prayer, died of a ſudden extream 
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fit of the ſtone, the ſcholars or hard ſtudents diſeafe, but 
Hugh Peters who is againſt both, is hang'd, drawn and 
quarterd according to Law, pray which is the greater 
judgement, the Duke of Gloceſter who was for both, died 
of the ſmall pox, for which ſome vile wretches have kepta 
thankſgiving day, with words to thrs purpoſe, Lord, as 
chow-haſt cut off one of the limbs of that wicked family, to. 
g00n to deſtroy 1t root and branch, til] there be not one of 
that wicked race left ; but Henry Martine, who was againſt 
bath, either is already dead, or like to die of the great,other- 
wiſe called the French or Gallick Pox,to fave the hangman 
a labour, | pray, whichis the greater judgement/ 

Thus you ſec how eaſie it 1s to accumulate undeniable 
Paradigmes,more then a good many, of ſuch as are, or have 
been Adverſarics of the good old government of the ' | 
Church of England, and the Liturgy thereof, and have 
felt gods ſcourge heavie upon them;and thereby to ſtifle the 
noiſe of the Croaking Toads, that of late have been creep- 
ing abroad to the diſparagement of the good old way of 
Gods worſhip. Burt the truth is, by all theſe things 'cis 
hard to judge of good or evill, 'tis Turkiſh or Cromwellian 
divinity to judge of the right of a Religion, by the ltves or 
events of thoſe that profels it; let Holy writ, as it is inter- 
preted by the ancient Church, and Fathers, who were 
neareſt the Fountain be our guide,and never go to the.Epiſ- 
kies of Enthuſiaſmes, and miſ-applyed providences, vvhich 
muſt needs mi{-lead us. | i | ; 


The c 
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The true Copy of a Letter from a very Reverend Chureh- | 
man, in anſvverto a young man, who deſired his 1 
judgement, without delay,upon this Caſe, viz. 


Whether every Miniſter of the Charch of England be bound in | 


conſcience to read the ( ommon- prayer? ' 


SIR), 

I Receiv'd your Letter in folio, with others incloſed, which 

[ havereturned. The Books you write of, | have norre- 
ceived; yet | thank you for your good intentions, I am 
ſorry the paper is printed by it ſelf, it will be the leſs publick, | 
ſooner die, and vvill make the Authour the more enquired 
| after, vvhich may prove prejudicial. 

Your Caſe, you ſent me, muſt be put thus, vvhether a \S 
Miniſter,that is,every Miniſter of the Church of England, 

(All indefinites in materia neceſſaria are equivalent to uni- 
verſals) be bound in conſcience to uſe theCommon prayer- 

The Caſe thus put, there ſeem many things to be faid 
to the contrary, E. (7. 

1. No Miniſter is bound in conſcience to do avy thing, 
which will be more hurtfull, then profitable to God's 
Church;but vve think this vvill be ſo, Ergo, &c. 

2. No Miniſter 1s bound in cenſctence to that vvhich 
will offend any godly men: bur this vvill do ſo, Ergo, &c. 

3. No man 1s bound in conſcience to any thing forbid: 
den by lavvfull Authority : But the Common-prayer was , 
forbidden by Lords and Commons,Erg9,&c. 

4. That which hath been diſuſed, and fo is antiquated, 
doth not binde without an Actof Reviver : The Com- 
mon-Pprayer hath been thus diſuſed ; and there is no ſuch 
AR, &c. Ergo, &c: C 5. No- 
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fit of the ſtone, the ſcholars or hard ſtudents diſeaſe, but 

Hugh Peters who 1s againſt both, is hang'd, drawn and 

quarterd according to Law, pray which is the greater 

judgement, the Duke of Gloceſter who was for both, died 

of the ſmall pox, for which ſome vile wretches have kepta 

thankſgiving day, with words to thrs purpoſe, Lord, as 

chow-haſt cut off one of the limbs of that wicked family, to. 
goon to deſtroy it root and branch, till there be not one of 
that wicked race left ; but Henry Martine, who was againſt 

both, either 15 already dead, or like to die of the great,other- 

wiſe called the French or Gallick Pox,to ſave the hangman 

a labour, | pray, which is the greater judgement/ 

Thus you ſec how eaſfie it is to accumulate undeniable 
Paradigmes,more then a good many, of ſuch as are, or have 
been Adverſarics of the good old government of the 
Church of England, and the Liturgy thereof, and have 
felt gods ſcourge heavie upon them;and thereby to ſtifle the 
noiſe of the Croaking Toads, that of late have been creep- 
ing abroad to the diſparagement of the good old way of 
Gods worſhip. But the truth is, by all theſe things 'cis 
hard to judge of good or evill, 'tis Turkiſh or Cromwellian 
divinity to judge of the right of a Religion, by the l1ves or 
events of thoſe that profels it; let Holy writ, as it is inter- 
preted by the ancient Church, and Fathers, who were 
neareſt the Fountain be our guide,and never go to the.Epiſ- 
kies of Enthuſiaſmes, and miſ-applyed providences, vyhich 


muſt needs mil-lead us. 
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The true Copy of a Letter from a very Reverend Chureh- | 
man, in anſvyver to a young man, who deſired his 1 
judgement, without delay,upon this Caſe, viz. 


Whether every Miniſter of the Charch of England be bound in \ 


conſcience to read the ( ommon- prayer? | 


SIR), 
T Receiv'd your Letter in folio, with others incloſed, which | 


| havereturned. The Books you write of, | have noxre- 
ceived; yet | thank you for your good intentions, I am | 
ſorry the paper is printed by it ſelf, it will be the leſs publick, | 
ſooner die, and vvill make the Authour the more enquired | 
| after, vvhich may prove prejudicial, 

Your Caſe, you ſent me, mult be put thus, vvhether a 
Miniſter,that is,every Miniſter of the Church of England, 

(All indefinites mm materia neceſſaria are equivalent ro uni- 
verſals) be bound in conſcience to uſe theCommon prayer: 

The Caſe thus put, there ſeera many things to be ſaid 
to the contrary, E. (. 

1, No Miniſter is bound in conſcience to do any thing, 
which will be more hurtfull, then profitable to God's 
Church;but vve think this vvill be ſo, Ergo, &c. 

2. No Miniſter is bound in cenſctence to that vyhich 
will offend any godly men: but this vvill do ſo, Ergo, &c. 

3. No man is bound in conſcience to any thing forbid: 
den by lavvfull Authority : But the Common-prayer was ; 
forbidden by Lords and Commons,Ergo,&c. 

4. That which hath been diſuſed, and fo 1s antiquated, 
doth not binde without an Actof Reviver : The Com- 
mon-prayer hath been thus diſuſed; and there is no ſuch 
AR, &c. Ergo, &c: C 5. No- 
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5- Nothing can thus binde, which is norof faith ; . for 
what is not of faith is ſin : But thus to do, 1s not of faith to 
ſorue, Ergo, &c. 

6. The Miniſter is not bound in conſcience to an 

thing, which will cauſe him to be ſuſpected of lightneſs; 
and ſobring him and his Miniſtry into contempt with the 
»cople : But this will do ſo, Ergo, &c. 

7. He is not bound in his conſcicnee to de that, againſt 
which he hath ſhevved his diſlike, either by preaching, or 
conference with his people:But ſomeMinilters have doneſo, 
Therefore not lawtul for them;or at leaſt they are not bound 
in conſcience, ec, Ergo, &c 

8. No man is bound in conſcience to any Act of 1mpru- 
dence, which may make him ridiculous to others : Bur this 
may be ſuch; if there ſhould come from ſupream authority, 


; . 
either a prohibition or alteration of that ſervice;But, ec. 


Ergo, &c. 

9. No man 1s bound in conſcience to that, from which he 
hath a diſpenſation from his lawfull Superiour : But ſome 
have been ſo diſpenſed with, &c. Ergo,&c. 

10. None are bound to this, who was ordeined without 
Oathes and Subſcriptions : But ſome Miniſters have been 
ſo ordeined, ec. Ergo, &c. | 

This is all you have in your paper, and all I think can be 
ſaid by others (which queſtion not the thing in it ſelf,as did 
the old Puritans, as unlawtull) tor the Negative. 

For the Afﬀfirmative,it is ſaid, 

1, Every man.is bound to that which the Law of the 
land ſtill in force requires of him : But the Law of the land 
{till in force requires the reading of the Common-prayer, 
Ergo,&c. 

2-Every Miniſter is bouud 'to what the Law of the 


Church 
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Church by her Canons andConſtitutions requires of him: 
But, &&c.Ergo,&c. 

, Every Miniſter is bound in conſcience to uſe that kind 
of publick worſhip(ſuppoſing neither reſtraint nor danger) 
which is beſt for the peoples edification, and for God's 
glory : Bur this is incomparably beſt for both theſe ends: 
except they will magnifie their own prayers, before and 
after Sermon,to be better, a phanſie eaſily to be refelled, 
Ergo,&c. _ 

4. Every Miniſter 1s bound 1n conſcience, and , by all 
lawfull means to root out the memory of the late rebellion 
in the State,and confuſion in the Church : Bur the uſing of 
the Common prayer doth both theſe, 

1. Againſt the Presbyterians, who in Scotland began the 
War, becauſe the Common-prayer was there uſed. 

2. Againſt the Browniſt, Anabaptiſt, Quaker, &c. at 
home, whole greatelt hope was, by deſtroying both the 
dodrine and diſcipline of our Church, to bring in their 
own diſtraqions, &c. Ergo,&c. 

5. Every Miniſter 1s bound in conſcience to declare his 
innocency, #. e. That he 1s not involved 1n the guilt of 
our former ſin againſt God, the King, the Church, the 
people of this Land, committed in the late troubles : But 
there is ſcarce any better way for him thus to clear him- 
ſelf, then by the uſing the Common-prayer , ec. Ergo, 
&cC. 
6: Every Miniſter is bound in conſcience to that which 
may beſt conduce to the Reſettlement of the Kingdom in 
peace: But the ule of the Common-prayer, ſuppofing it 
lawfall and good in it elf, is ſuch a way of ſettlement, &c. 
Ergo, &c. 

7, Every man is bound in Practica] duties, which are 
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200d and lawfull ſervices of God, to conform him- 
ſelf to the judgement and practice of the'ſupream Ma- 
giſtrate,of the beſt learned in the Laws, of the beſt-able and 
moſt Divines, of the greater and more intelligent part of 
the Nobility, Gentry and people of the Nation, where he 


lives ; elſe he cannot avoid the note either of peeviſh ſin- 


eularity,or pride and [chiſm:But the Common-prayer is the 


practice of the King in his Court, of the Inns of Court, the 
Univerſities, the beſt and ableſt Divines in the Countrey, 
&c Ergo,&c, 'l 

$. Every Miniſter 1s bound in conſcience to free himſelf, 
from all juſt ſuſpition of Hypocriſie and diſsimulacion, 
when he declares his judgement to be Epiſcopall : But 
the beſt or onely way to prove his ſincerity 1n this, isto 
uſe Common-prayer : for he that declares tor the one, 7. 
Epiſcopacy, and willnot declare for, i. e. uſe the other, de- 
Clares in a manner contradictions. He cannot be Enzliſh- 
Epiſcopall, that is not Englih-Liturgicall. 

9. Every Miniſter is bound in conſcience to give his 

eople all thoſe Holy things, which God and the Laws 
of theland, Civill -and Eccleſiaſtical, make their due; andin 
ſuch manner,as is by both oreither preſcribed; eſpecial- 
ly when either the Whole, or the Majour, or any 
conſiderable part 'of them ſhall require them at his hand, 
elle heis a defrauder, nay, fſacrilegious : But the Common- 
prayer is an Holy thing of God, by Law both divine and 
humane, made the peoples due; therefore, ſuppoſing they 
requireit, he is bound in conſcience to give it them. 

10. The Miniſter is boundin conſcience to go before the 
people in his congregation in publick worſhip: But without 
the Common-prayer, there 1sno fub-ick worſhipin the 
congregation: For reading of Scripture (which is very little 


in 
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inuſc amongſt them, they will not allow for worſhip ; | tic 
ſinging of a F'{alm our of the Book, is accepted little better.; 
the Sermon 1s not worthip; the Miniſter's prayer is his own, 
not the People's; and many times ſuch, as few, or none,can 
ſay Amento. Butin the Common Prayer, all torts of wor- 
ſhip are given to the God-head; and toevery perfonſingly 
and diſtin}; and(..ch as thepeople know, and wherein they 
can joyn,and whereunto they can, without ſcruple,lay, Amen, 
&c. Ergo,c. 

For the berter underſtanding of the Truth, in this caſe, we 
mult diſtinguiſh, what we mean by Miniſters: For though 
the word beplaineot irlelf, yet theſe times have madeit equi- 
vocall, 

1 Someareſoonly in ? itle,among the people where they 
live, bur werenever ordained; thele be Theeves.thar came not 
inby the Door, meer Intruders, worle then the Mendicant 
Fryersamongſlt the Papilts: for theſe, though they arenot 
ordained, have licence trom the Pope, who confirmed their or- 
ders. | 

2 Some wereordained by, Presbyrerie: theſe alfoareno Vii- 
niſters by the Accompr of the Church of England, and muſt 
take their Ordination again [rom the Biſhops, if they meane 
tobe accepted Miniſters in this Church. Not that we deny 
Ordination in Forreign parts,eſpecially,in France, where no 
Biſhops are, nor can be, with the allowance of the Supreame 
Magiſtrate ; but becauſe our Lawes require, and have eſta- 
bliſhed that Ordinationonly. Therefore neither of theſe two 
ſorts of Miniſters are concernedin the Caſe: but itis only of 
Miniſters legally Ordained. 

2 We muſt remember, how the conſcience is bound, and 
what 1s heremeant thereby. 

1 heeonſcience is bound two manner of ways. 
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: Primarily, Immediately, Diredly, from God hinfelf , 
ant] thateither by fome Naturall Law,written in the-heart, or 
ſome Pofitive Law, written in the Scripture; Weunderſtand 
itnot in this lenfe; the Miniſters not fo bound. 

2. The Conſcience is boend but Mediately, and Indire&- 


ly, when the Magiſtrate commands any thmg whech is law- 
full:For theSubjeR'sConfcience is bound to theLaw,though - 


that Law do not binde it, being meerly Faumane. 

 Itwill not be amiſſe to addea third Obligation, which way 
tye upon the Confeience, by way of conſequence. As when 
great Benefits have beert received, we are by them bound:in 
Conſcience. !. e. Equity and R eaſon to returne thanks,obedi- 
ence, requitalls; and ſolome Expound Rom. 13. Not only 
for. fear, but { onſeienc? ſake. It is taken in thele two laſt ſenſes 
in the Preſent caſe. : 

' Thethird thing to be obſervedis,what is meant by read- 
ingthe Common-Yrayer?wh<therit be meant 1n whole, or in 
part; alwates,never miffing, or fomerimes according to difcre- 
tion, and occurring circumſtances? Andit1s in this laſt con- 
ſtruction that herewe takeit: Forit was in my memory once 
movedin convocation , and anſwer was given, That the 
Churchimtended not tomake it a Dritdgenie: If he thathath 
no Aſſiſtant, ſhould firſt read thefirlt ſervice wholely, and af- 
terwardsPreach, and then again read the fecond Service, ir 
were an heavy burthen for the ſtrongeft Lungs. 

The conclufion therefore is, that every Miniſter, legally 
Ordained,is bound in conſcience both mediately,and by way 
alfo'of conſequence, to read the Common-Prayer, at Diſcre- 
tion.if there be a Sermon; at other times wholly, asit is pre- 
ſcribed: And the arguments to the contrary do not con- 


clude. - 


To the fieft, Neither Propoſition is true: Not the firſt ; | 


For 


| (5) 

For the Miniſter, and every good man, is bound to do vyhat 
is his duty, vyhatſoever the event may be to others. I muſt 

reach the Word, though it prove to ſome the ſavour of 
death. I muſt Adminiſter the Sacrament,theugh ſome Re- 
ceiver may eat his own Damnation. [ muſt vvorſhip God 
inPublick, as the Magiſtrate commands me, though ſome 
receive hurt thereby. Good ought not to be overcome 
of Evill. 

The ſecond Propofition is not true, noris it fo ſet down, 
but with a Tutamus, We perhaps think otherwiſe. Be- 
ſides, it it do more harm then good, its per Accidens, The 
hurt is not from any fault inthe thing, but from the fault 
of thole that receive hurt by it. So Wine may be hurtful; 
and the Sun-ſhine, becauſe of yapours and noiſom weeds, 
exhaled bylt from the earth, By the Church allo in this 
Argument,is meant Some, 4. e. a party in the Church, and 
ſo we have it in the ſecond Argument, which invalidates 
the force of them. 

To the ſecond Argument we ſay, That a Miniſter is 
bound in conſcience to do that which may offend ſome 
godly men, if it be an offence taken, not given. If a good 
thing be drawn by evil conſtruction to be made a (tum- 
bling block, if the thing be a grrmm Duty, not a private 
Adion,if thereupon lome be oftended at the doing;Others, 
and they much to be preferred, fgr Number, Wiſdome, 
Authority, be offended at the not doing; if a Reaſon be 
rendred to take off the offence, it ceaſeth to be Scandalum 
Puſillorum, and is become Scandalnm Phariſzorum, and then 
our Saviour's Rule rakes place, Let them be offended. 

Tothethird, It was never forbidden by lawful Autho. 
rity. The Houſes made an Ordinance, that is no law. Or- 


dinancesof Parliament are of farce, but fedewte Parlamento. 
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1hoſe thai think otherwiſe of thatOrdinance, and concfide 
Ir preſumption to goagainlt it, are poor Ignaro's, and oughr 
not to be humoured : For it 1s a part of the flaming the 
Nation ioobey Ordinances as Laws : He that humours 
them hereia, 1s, if aknowing man, more guilty then they. 

To ibe fourth : the Propolition 1s untrue, Fer though 
Timeeats thorough all thivgs, yet not Lawes ,: unlefle by 
a very long diluſing. Its not fo here. B-lides, the diſule 
was by realon* of force, or tear; ſuch diſuſe doth not An- 
tiquare Lavves, but only a voluntary laying them alide. 

Tothe Fifth : Faith in that of the Apoſtle, is nothing 
but a knowledge of the thing I.do, to be lawtull: Eur tg 
read-the Common-Prayers to be lawtui}, appears 

1 Becauſe we have proved itto be a neceflary duty. 

2 becauſe it is not inexpedient, in regard of the Mini- 
{ter, or People; but moſt. expedient for both; as the 
Argumerts do ſhew. 

To the Sixth, The Miniſter doth incurre thereby no 
ſuſpition of Levitie, but rather, he doth Proclaime his C cn- 
ſtancy, to the Law, tothe Church, to his firlt Principles. 
If a Women raviſhed from h:r lawfullHusband, for twelve 
years, ſhould take the firſt opportunitie torun from theRa- 
viſher, to her firſt Husband; were ſhe to be judged light © 
$9,&c. They rather are to be condewn?d of hyhinefle , 
whiclr have been carried from cheir firſtPrinciples,by every 
winde; and now are aſhamed to returne. 

| Tothe ſevenih. The Propoſition 1s fo falle,that the con - 
traty 1s molt true: For RetraQations of Errours, publickly 
broached, or privately inſtilled, are as neceſſary to a Mini- 
ſter, as Repentance and:Reſitution are for Sinners: Elſe 
the Miniſter pretends to Lord it over God's People, as if. he 
had the Pope's ſpirit of Infallibility, The Miniſter's hus 


militie, 
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militie, andfincerity, ſhould make, him do in this ; what 
the Pope's pride, anil ſelfe ends, ſuffer him not to do. 

To the Eighth. If a Prohibition, orAlteration of the 
Service, ſhould come from Authority: He were imprudent, 
and ridiculous, that ſhould afterwards uſe it: But to uſe it 
now, whileſt the law; binding thereto, 1s in force, were no 
more t1diculous (ſuppoling ſuch Prohibition, or Alterati- 
on to be {o,then to obſerve,at preſent, anyLaw of the Land) 
which the S:ate may think fit to diſanull, It would not be 
ridiculous; buc only to mea that are ridiculous. 

To the Ninecth. No lawfull Superiour hath diſpenſed 
wich any Miniſter, as 1s pretended. I am ſure, the King 
and 2arliament have not; 1 am ſure, a Biſhop cannot: He 
can only Connive, which is notto Diſpenſe: Beſides, is 
that Biſhop in-being? Is he your Biſhop ? Will he own 
it ? Perlonall Acts ot this nature die, and become Null 
with the Perſon. I lis1s two thin a Fig-leate. 
 Torh& Ii enmh. I hat ever Biſhop 8. ordeined any Mi- 
ner, without the Oatiis of Allegiance, and Supremacy , 
and that of Canonicali Qbedience, without ſubſcribing 
likewiſe to the Dodrine,, and Diſcipline of the Church, 
Credat Fudeus. It they pleaſe, the Biſhop ſhall anſwer for 
biaſelt :-1 with procure tt. KS: 
' Youice how willing | am to ſerve you; and howmuch 
1 rely upon your wiſecome, and fidelitie, to betray theſe 
things into your hands: | pray remember, they are not 
ro be communicated by tran-ſcribed Copies. You know 
they nuſt needs bz almoſt Extemporary Conceptions. I 
ſhould be uiwilling to father ſuch Scribbles, yet they 
were ever my delliny. Odt puerum, you ſay, and I, Scri- 
prum precocis ingenii, Make what uſe —_ of the 
thing,(if it be ufefull) but not of my Name. There is 
- E little 
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little hope of prevailing, with thoſe that are contrary mind- 
ed; unleſſe Authority fiep in: . And there 1s as lietle 1a it,to 
confirme you in your practice of going to another Church. 
This is another Caſe, viz. V Vhether my own Miniſter, 
refuſing to do his duty, as he ought, by Law,to doe, I may 
forſake him, and the Congregation! Is not this alſo a- 


gainſt the Law of the Church, and State® Is it not to 


countenance the Schiſmaricks in their Separating * May 
it not ſeem to diſturbe the Churches peace * V Vhat then 
is to be done 7 

1. Treatwith him 1nall gentlenefle, and meekneſle, in 
private; for rebuke openly belongs to Authority. 

z If thisſucceed not, then according to Chriſt's rule, 
take others with . you. If that fayle, Dic Eccleſie. It 
this may not at preſent be had, deſire his leave to be of ano- 
ther Congregation, till a ſettlement, by order, be ob- 
tained, | 

I muſt have this Copie again; for I have no other. - It's 
fic [ ſhould have a counterpart of all my deeds. But I 
hope, you will not think it worth your keeping. I beleceve, 
you will prove a bad Conjurer, All your ſpells will not 
{end me to London, till the Convocation; if then: Againſt 
vvhich, as to my ovvn particular, T vyill as heartily pray: 
as [do novv reſiſt your exerciſeneſs. Thanks be to God, 
there be. ſtore of my . betters] much abler Penns, and 
Tongues; and thoſe alſo perſonally concerned. T am ty. 
red vvith this long Seribble; Read itas vvell as you can 
and Command to Love, and Serve you. : 


. Yours 


Upon 
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N Anſwer tothatpart of this Letter, whero the Reve- 

rend man caveats the young iman that conſulted him, 
for going to another Church, where Common- prayer | 
was, from his own Pariſh-Church, where it was nor, The 
' young man made this Reply, That though indeed, by the l 
Lawes of the Realm, and the Church, neither he, nor any 1 
man, ſeem to be bound to go out of their ovvn Pariſh to | 
Church, but may, if they pleaſe, ſerve God in their own 
Families; yer any man, as he conceived, might lawfully, 
andit with convemency he could, fhould do well, as vvell 
tor good example. as that he might the mere regularly 
worſhip God in publick, to reſort to ſome other Church, 
v vhere lavvful Divine Servicevvas. And ſo much the AR 
for Uniformitte ſeems to exhort, if not,enjoyne, viz. That 
every mary unlefſe he hatha lavvtul Excuſe, ought to be 
at-his ovvn Pariſh-Church, or at ſome other, vyhere the 
Common. prayer is, | | 

He likevviſe certified, T hat he had treated vvith the 
Reputed Miniſter of his ovyn Pariſh, vvith all gentleneſs, 
and meekneſs, in private; and yer that he thought, that 
Rebuke gpenly, by vvay of Fraternal Correption, and not 
as in'an Authoritative vvay, might belong to any private | 
Chriſtian : Onlie he muſt be ſure, to look vvell to it, That 
the Perſon he rebuked, vvere manifeſtlic, and notoriouſlie, 
a Breaker of ſome Layv, as he conceived, the Miniſter of 
the Church of England, that did refuſe to uſe the Com- 
mon-prayer, to be, Asfor example, any private Chriſti- 
an may rebuke one, that he ſces filching a yard of Ribbon 
or Tape, of aRob-orchard ; or in athing more indifferent, 
for not ſtanding bare, or ſhevving due Reverence to the 
King, or any other of his Superioars, and conſequently, 
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little hope of prevailing, with thoſe that are contrary mind- 
ed; unleſſe Authority fizp in: . And there 1s as lice 1 it,to 
confirme you in your practice of going to another Church. 
This is another Caſe, viz. VV hether my own Miniſter, 
refuſing to do his duty, as he ought, by Law,to doe, I may 
forſake him, and the Congregation © Is not this alſo a- 


gainſt the Law of the Church, and State® Is it not to | 


countenance the Schiſmaticks in their Separating * May 
it not ſeem to diſturbe the Churches peace © V Vhat then 
is to be done 

1. Treatwith him inall gentleneſfſe, and meekneſle, in 
private: for rebuke openly belongs to Authority. 

z. If thisſucceed not, then according to Chrilt's rule, 
take others with . you. . If that fayle, Dic Ecclefix. It 
this may not atpreſent be had, deſire his leave to be of ano- 
ther Congregation, till a ſettlement, by order, be ob- 
tained, 

I muſt have this Copie again; for I have no other. - It's 
fic I ſhould have a counterpart of all my deeds. But 1 
hope, you will not think it worth your keeping. 1 beleeve, 
you will prove a bad Conjurer, All your ſpells will not 
{end .me to London, till the Convocation; if then: Againſt 
vyhich, as to my ovvn particular, T vyill as heartily pray” 
as [donovv reſiſt your exerciſeneſs. Thanks be to God, 
there be. ſtore of my . betters, much abler Penns, and 
Tongues; and thoſe allo perſonally concerned. Tam ty. 
red vvith this long Seribble; Read it as vvell as you can 
and Command to Love, and Serve you. 2 


. Yours 


Upon 
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T- Anſwer to that partof this Letter, whers the Reve- 
rend man caveats the young iman that conſulted him, 
for going to another Church, where Common- prayer 
was, from his own Pariſh-Church, where it was nor, The 
' young man made this Reply, That though indeed, by the 
Lawes of the Realm, and the Church, neither he, nor any 
man, {eem to be bound to go out of their ovvn Pariſh to 
Church, but may, if they pleaſe, ſerve God in their own 
Families; yer any man, as he conceived, might lawfully, 
andif with convemency he could, ſhould do well, as vvell 
tor good example, as that he might the more regularly 
worſhip God in publick, to reſort to ſome other Church, 
yvhere lavvful Divine Servicevyas. And ſo much the A& 
for Uniformitte ſeems to exhort, if not,enjoyne, viz}. That 
every many unlefſe he hath a lavvtul Excule, ought to be 
at-his ovvn Pariſh-Church, or at ſome other, vyhere the 
Common. prayer is, | | 

He likevviſe certified, That he had treated vvith the 
Reputed Miniſter of his ovyn Pariſh, vvith all gentleneſs, 
and meeknels, in private; and yer that he thought, that 
Rebuke gpenly, by vvay of Fraternal Correption, and not 
as in'an Authoritative vvay, might belong to any private 
Chriſtian : Onlie he muſt be ſure, to look vvell to it, That 
the Perſon he rebuked, vvere manifeſtlic, and notoriouſlie, 
a Breaker of ſome Lavyv, as he conceived, the Miniſter of 
the Church of England, that did refuſe to uſe the Com- 
mon-prayer, to be. Asfor example, any private Chriſti- 
an may rebuke one, that he ſees filching a yard of Ribbon 
or Tape, of aRob-orchard ; or ina thing more indifferent, 
for not ſtanding bare, or ſhevving due Reverence to the 
King, or any other of his Superiours, and conſequently, 
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little hope of prevailing, with thoſe that are contrary mind- 
ed. unleſſe Authority ftp in: . And there 1s as lice 19 it,to 
confirme you in your practice of going to another Church. 
This is another Caſe, viz. VV hether my own Miniſter, 
refuſing to do his duty, as he ought, by Law,to doe, I may 
forſake him, and the Congregation © Is not this alſo a- 
gainſt the Law of the Church, and State® Is it nor to | 
countenance the Schiſmaticks in their Separating * May 
it not ſeem todiſturbe the Churches peace © V Vhat then 
is to be done ? 

1. Treatwith him inall gentleneſle, and meekneſle, in 
private; for rebuke openly belongs to Authority. 

z If thisſucceed not, then according to Chrilt's rule, 
take others with . you. . If that fayle, Dic Eccleſiz. If 
this may not atpreſent be had, deſire his leave to be of ano» 
ther Congregation, till a ſettlement, by order, be ob- 
tained, | 

I muſt have this Copie again; for I have no other. - It's 
fic I ſhould have a counterpart of all my deeds. But 1 
hope, you will not think it worth your keeping. I beleeve, 
you will prove a bad Conjurer, All your ſpells will not 
{end me to London, till the Convocation; if then: Againſt 
vvhich, as to my ovvn particular, T vvill as heartily pray 
as I do novv reliſt your exerciſeneſs. Thanks be to God, 
there be. ſtore of my . betters] much abler Penns, and 
Tongues; and thoſe allo perſonally concerned. T am ty. 
red vvith this long Seribble; Read itas vvell as you can 
and Command to Love, and Serve you. ; 


. Yours 


Upon 
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N Anſwer tothatpartof this Letter, whero the Reve- 
rend man caveats the young iman that conſulted him, 
for going to another Church, where Common- prayer 
was, from his own Pariſh-Church, where it was nor, The 


' young man made this Reply, That though indeed, by the 


Lawes of the Realm, and the Church, neither he, nor any 
man, ſeem to be bound to go out of their ovvn Pariſh to 
Church, but may, it they pleaſe, ſerve God in their own 


Families; yer any man, as he conceived, might lawfully, 


andit with convemency he could, ſhould do well, as vvell 
tor good example. as that he might the more regularly 
worſhip God in publick, to reſort to ſome other Church, 
vvhere lavvful Divine Servicevyas. And ſo much the A& 
for Uniformitte ſeems to exhort, if not,enjoyne, viz. That 
every many unlefſe he hath a lavvtul Excule, ought to be 
at-his ovvn Pariſh-Church, or at ſome other, vyhere the 
Common. prayer is, | 

He likevviſe certified, That he had treated vvith the 
Reputred Miniſter of his ovyn Pariſh, vvith all gentleneſs, 
and meekneſs, in private; and yer that he thought, that 
Rebuke gpenly, by vvay of Fraternal Correption, and not 
as in'an Authoritative vvay, might belong to any private 
Chriſtian : Onlie he muſt be ſure, to look vvell to it, That 
the Perſon he rebuked, vvere manifeſtlic, and notoriouſlie, 
a Breaker of ſome Lavyv, as he conceived, the Miniſter of 
the Church of England, that did refuſe to uſe the Com- 
mon-prayer, to be. Asforexample, any private Chriſti- 
an may rebuke one, that he ſees filching a yard of Ribbon 
or Tape, of aRob-orchard ; or in athing more indifferent, 
for not ſtanding bare, or ſhevving due Reverence to the 
King, or any other of his Superiours, and conſequently, 
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may, nay, ought much more to rebuke openly, with.the 
abovelaid Keltriction, Hum, that by his contempr of negleR 
of his $ Sovercigns lnjunctions, by Law, for the,gooa. and 

eace of the Church, ihould meritit. He Mm g7COVer Tepre- 


ſented to the Reverend man, that He, accordins io Chriſis 
Rule, before this 1atmacion, bidoffored. nay, pretfec fer 2 
conference with his Kepute d, »altour,w th, : | defaretyvo 


other Miniſters ; which. w Ty very Purdy y yieldecl ro, ,be- 
cauſe one of them; touvh bot't learned and Prous, had b:un 
a lequeſtred man, yer fuch wece the unavoidable occalions of 
the ſaid two Miniſters, that in diverie wecks, yea, {ome 
moneths rogether, they could not be both at home at.che 
ſame time, and ſo that conterence as ye, Uncowpalled. 
For the Dic Eccleſie; that then inthe molt .recetvec  ſenle 
being cham not to be had, the young min dtd Gelire: his Re. 
puted Paſtour's leaveto \ be of another congregation; at 
which he was ſilent, and thatthe young man took tor CQa- 
ſept, and accordingly joyned himſelf to another ccngrega-. 
tionabout halt a mile oft; though thither he could ngt pats in 
quiet without baſe reproaches, tom the Diſciples of Him 
that, would notperforn:Divine ſervice,according toLaw.So 
thatto ſuch a ſad T pals were things brought, notwithitan. 
ing his Majeſties return to the exerciſes his Regal office a; 
mongſt us, Thatthole that would ſerve God regulariyaid 
according to the. eſtabliſhed : Laws of the Church, and 
Kingdom, were fain to ſneak to u@ like Quakers, as if 
they onely vvere the Phanaticks,that obe yed authority, and 
thoſe, -The onelic orthe beſt Chriſtians in moiſt places, 
that did leaſt conform themſelves thereto, 5 | 


1he 


. 
- 


ſeen. 


(). 

The Copie of a Letter fent from an Aſſociatour in the 
Weſt, who, for a while, boggled at the Common- 
prayer, but after was convinc'd of his Er- 
rour, to another of the ſame Aflocia- 
tion, not yet ſo convinc'd. 


«BD. 


M 
Naeritanding, that as yet you do forbear to uſe the Com- 
| Y ps -prayer, and. preſuming that you have not appear d a- 
gainſt it, {have taken the boldneſſe to offer you theſe Reaſons, 
why deferring any longer, that Work will not be expedient for 
our Church, as the Caſe now ſtands, 

1. T be reſtraint being taken off, that hindered the exerciſe of 
that Service , that 'tis expetted we ſhould obey the Law.in force, 
appears by the Examples both of the King and Parliament, and 
the new printing of . the Service-books ,againſt the laft T hanksgi- 
ving day, with ſome Prayers added for that ſeaſon, which T have 


7, Your Example retards others , which perhaps is diſcerned 
by others better then by your ſelf, they having therefore a greater 
eſteem of you, becauſe they judge you vile in chow own eyes. 

3- T he people do generally forſake thoſe Churches where 'tis 
not « ph . and the far greater part of the N ation are for it ; 
which (ſuppoſing the lawfalneſſe of the thing) is reaſon enough. 
For if there be a neceſſuy of offending one ſide, inLicitis,theRule 


is, we mult reſpeft the greater oo in the firſt place , but then, - 


if thoſe Licita, be alſo commanded by a Lawin force, Þ ſee no 

Plea can be made againſt them \ 
4-*Tis time, after all our high flights, to ſtoop to the week- 

neſſe of the people , the generality are ſo dull, that they cannot 
[low their Leaders, who are too nimble for them. Therefore, 


the ſheep do chooſe rather to follow the lame Shepherd, whoſe 
LIE F pace 
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pace is moſt ſuitable to their ſlowneſs, and apply themſelves to 
the plaineſt, and moſt homely prayers, as moſt agreeable to their 
Capacities, 

5. Stronger Chriſtians,as they abcund in gifts and parts,ſethey 
ſhould with charity, and for the weak brother's ſake, to be con- 
tent therewith. 

6. We cannot well anſwer the Objeftion of Schiſm from the 
Papiſts, if we depart from them, where there is no neceſsity : 
much leſſe, if we renounce the Common Prayer, becauſe,as ſome 
alledge, taken out of theirs. This Sophiſme uſed to make 
the people hate it, is indeed a ſolid reaſon to make men of un- 
deritanding love it, as Gold refined from drofſe : and implying 
a charitable deſire of Communion with them wherein we may, 

7. Since the laymp aſide of the Liturgie, and our Diſcipline 
Popery has gotten much ground ; and many went over to the 
Romans, ſeeing our diſapreement in every thing , Greed 
Prayers, Baptiſme,Catechiſme, Euchariſt, Marriave Burial, 
Viſttation of the ſick, &c. All which is ſolved by the old way, 
and Diſcipline : and while every one purſued hu own way, Un. 
avoidable was the ſcandal. | 

8. Wiſe men have thought it the beſt way to preſerve. a State, 
to reduce it to it's principles, by which it grew great (as M* Her- 
bert notes concerning Catechiſm: ) and this i that which is now 
doing in the Civil) body, proporticnably ſo ſhould it be in the 
Church, (for the Vine thrroes and grows with the Elme.) How 
' ſhall all theſe Extravagancies be cured ? but by reſuming that 
way, wherein we may ( thoſe things being removed that are juſtly 
offenſrue) walk orderly, unanimouſly and ſoberly, and if the mat- 


ter be well examin'd, more profitably to.the common Intereſt of [ 


the Church, in charity and union ; and though knowledge and 
gifts may have increaſed more by the new way, yet theſe alſo are 
not hindred by the old. | 

9. Equity;and Reaſon,and the Law of Nations,do favour that 


in 
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in Beg, till orderly judgement of Decifion be grven againſt it : 
Are Kt bound then » fofbend - Soakne,/adwing - Shak 
bardly of the Liturgie, ſpecislly if not demon#trative : Or elſe 
we trouble the Church without neceſsity : But 'tis objetted, that 
it has been condemned already by the moſt godly and zealous , 
&c, Anſ. ]t was never condemned in an orderly way. A Bias 
of Partiality was apparent, in that they never admitted them 
to conſultation who ſtood for it, | 


10. All exceptions againit our Liturgie, muſt either be again 
4 Set-form in general,or againſt his form. Tothe firft, T an- 
ſwer, The ſpecial ſacerdotal Beneditton,and decimal profeſsion, 
were deliver'd,in an expreſſe forme ;and the Þ ſalms of David,of 
which St. Jerom: has obſerved foure to be intitled prayers,were 
ftanaing parts of the Fewiſh Liturgy. The 7 o. Diſciples were all 
to uſe one ſhort Benedittion,when ſent to preach theGoſpell.Luke 
the 10ZAnd Peter conclude Mmoſt all bis EpifHts with one ſet- 
forme. Juſtine Martyr, one of the eldeit Sons of the Church, 
mentions Knd+w;3. And the ſame we have in Tertullian, who has 
left us heads of prayer for their Emperours,vitam prolixam,do- 
mum tutam,ſenatum fidelem, ec, And Conſtantine had his 
Wow; _— x; uw*putaflnidperyC ompoſed with ftudy « ivy os drfious; avy Tels 72y Gaciiecy Lincy 
expiry £»-tid%, ſaith Euleb.which is,as I concerve, He duely ſaid his 
Set and Appointed prayers with hu houſhold. 

As for this forme, that our Church uſes, our Hooker bas long 
ſonce at large aſſerted tt, — arguments, as may be enough to 
caution a moderate and peaceable man,to be very tender, and wary, 
bow be oppoſes bis Private #othe Publick judgment of tbe Church , 
though be be not fully ſatisfied in every particular: Adde to this, 
that our Liturgie, had the approbation of Calvin, whoſe judgmen; 
mother things is of very great weight with us. Worthy Sir, pre- 
ſuming - on your goodneſſe, I bave made bold to offer theſe Reaſons 
to you, which if they prevaile not with you, yet may be a T eſtimo- 
ny of my obſervance, and reſpefs to you. 


Tuly the 20, 1660, Your unworthy fellow-labonrer 
Fz in the Miniſtry, C 21, 
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To this Letter,the over-grave Gentleman gave only this 
Anſvyer, to the Endighter of ic, though, no vvhit inferior 
to him in age, degree, or ſtanding in Univerſity, but his ſu- 
perior ia all thoſe reſpects, but very magiſterially thus, or 
very neer to this purpoſe, andin as fevv vvords. - Sir, | 
thank you for your Letter, but there vycre ſome miſtakes 
init. . But vvhere, or hovv, his ſeraphicalnefſe vvould 
not vouchlateto ſhevv. 


——— ——— 


th. —_— —_ 


Uponthe Communicating the above-ſaid Letter, and ſome 0- 
ther Papers to that Kal Perſon, who ſtated the 
Caſe afore recited, was returned this brief Anſwer 

following. 


Sr, | | 
k muſt not be offended, if T anſwer your Folio in this 
Decimo ſexto. I have peruſed your Ghartar,your coun- 
ſells;opinion, your Scholarsgloſſe upon it; my judgment is 
inbrict; Goon, andproſper. To metheCharraris expreſs, 
thecountells;opinion,clear for you; and many caſes in the 
printed Book come —_ and { obſerve all the Deciſions are 
more then ordinarily favourable to-your pious uſe. | cannot 
believe (whatſoever is pretended to the contrary) but that 
your Governours will be found to ſtand in'a double capacitie. 
1. As Governours. 2. As Feoffees,and {o queſtionable,other- 
wiſe they might,without fear, either keep all ro themſelves, 
or ſellthe Landsto others; without controule. : 
{ thank you for your Letter newes, though nothing in 
them comesupto my expedation_. Biſhops, Deans, Pre- 
bends, areſettled, but no Vore for Church Lands. W ill 
they leave them to the Law? 'W hen they did not the King. 
And will not, as itſeemes by Coll. King's Petition, leave to 
the 
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the Law; thoſe that have ſequeſtred Miniſters ; nor do ſe- 

queſtred Gentlemenretirne to their Eſtates by Law. 1 can- 

rſ6t recontile this 0 To 7, 

" "That Dr, W. ſhould be a Biſhop, 'is not beyond my expe- 
Aation Yrirthiat he gives you ſo faite an inviration : only | 
think thit a good Parlonage mEnpland,is better then a Deati- 

ery in Ireland. | amglad tohearthat Dr. H. is! of Sarum; 
but ſtand at gazeto hear that my antient Friend Dr. $h.ſhall 
be of Comtronry | attribute 1t'to Dr. Ste. They were ex 

Tntimis.” Tam glad Mr. M. comes off, and labours &o 
draw after him Arietem pregis, but, I beleeve, in vayne : 
For the man, I beleeve;1s now dyed in graine, and Links 
the whole ſervice unlawfull; though he pretend diſuſe, di- 
ſpenſation, offence, &c. Mr. . doth court him hand. 
ſomely, with high flights,and ſtoopthg, &c, But | hope, he 
meanes,[ronically. All their high flighes being like thoſe of 
the Swallowes in foggy weather, which are as low as the 
Earth it ſelf, when they hunt for flies. I wiſh he had man- 
aged his Argument of Schiſmes in another vvay. He ſaith 
from the Church of Rome, againſt vvhich pechaps Mr. B. 
thinks it impoſſible to be a Sehiſmatick. But I vvould have 
faid, from the Church of England, Nor do I commend 
his argument from the grovving of Popery; vyhich,T be- 
leeve,vvas not from the diſuſe of the Service, but from abo- 
Iiſhing Biſhops and the Diſcipline, and a vvorld of learned 
men vviththem. And to conclude, notvvithſtanding all 
your Magical malice, | am ſure to be ſafe till Offober: In 
the vvlvle, if you think any thing conſiderable, vvrite to 


Your affettionate Friend 


Your Papers are in your Chartar. | 
G To 
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mO Conclude theſe Diſcourſes, 'tvvill not be amiſle ta 
addc ons ſcaſonable Exhortation, to all ſuch as areill- 
affe&ed to the old Government of the Church, by Biſhops, 
and the Publick ' Divine Service, by the Liturgie, that are 

not contented to worſhip God, and hear his holy Writ, 

read, expounded, or preach't, atthe Canonical heures in 

Churches; and to pray;.and reade the Bible at due times * 

in their own Families, beſides their Cloſet or private Devo- 

tions, and occafional good Conferences, that they may 
finde opportunities for, as they ride, or walk, or otherwiſe 
regularly converſe with others, as they be geing abour 
their other lawful occaſions, but muſt needs have, and by 
no Prohibition of the Laws of the Realm, and the Church, 
will forbear their riotous meetings, unlavvtul Aſſemblies 
and Conventicles,in and by which principally the late hor- 
rid Rebellion was hatcht. - | 

. Let chem but ſeriouſly refle&t upon the paſt troubles. 
and the firſt Riſe of them; and make impartial enquirie/ 
vvhether or no all thoſe, and only thoſe, that vvere for 
ſach Conventicles, and Deſpiſers of the Church-Govern- 
ment and Liturgie, vvere net thoſe that made up the firſt 
Army, that Rebell'd againſtthe King, Robbed Churches, 
Seized on other mens eſtates, and out of whom are ſpaw- 
ned allthe Phanaticks of latter dayes. 

kex-ſcriouſly conſidered,: and found true, which will 

calily be, if'in every Town or Pariſh a ſlight kenne be 
taken, one would think it ſufficient to make every ſober 
minded perſon to repent hearnly,it- he be guilty in this kind, 
and after ſo much mercy from ſo gracious a Prince, to be- 
ware how he--be found faultic, by countenancing or fre- 
quenting ſuch unlawful Aſſemblies, or Conventicles : At- 


ter ſo much mercy, I ſay, -of {@ gracious a Prince, =_ a3 A 
| | ack 
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Rank Phaneie did expreſſe it rather day, hath in ſome 
ſenſe been more merciful, then-God Almighty hath eyer 
given us hope he will be, toward.choſe thattreſpaſſe againſt 
him. For God never did, norever will forgive any that 
ent not, and make no reſtitution, | But his Majeſtic 
hath forgiven hundreds, nay, thouſands, I doubt, milli- 
ons, that never truly repented of their treſpaſſe againſt 
Him, and his Father, of blefled memory ; and for ought 
that yet appears, intend no reſtitution. 'T'were to be witht 
they would conſult their beloved Mr. Cafuin, Mr. Perkins 
o- ang then anſwer this Queſtion,viz. //hether they be not 
ound in Conſcience to make Reſtitution to thoſe they bave wrong- 
ed,to their utmoſt ability, if ever they hope for Heaven, notwith- 
Randing the Kings At of Oblivion, which abſolves them only in 

Foro Humano, not in Foro Canſcienti. 

But it is too too Apparent, how farrefrom any ſuch Act 
asthis, nay, how Diabolically malicious ſome Non-con. 
formiſts and Phanaticks be, 1t they cannot compaſle their 
irregular deſignes, by a late Horrid flaunder, that an un. 
worthy, more then Treble Turn-coat wretchs the ather day 
forged againſt the Reverend Father in God, the Biſhop of 
Bath and Wells, not ſticking to brand him, in the Audi- 
ence of one of the moſt eminent perſons in the Nation, for 
an-old Leacher or Goat, as the vile foul-mouth expreſt it, 
affirming, That the good old Father, who is now in' his 
. fourſcorth year, and even bowed together with age, .was a 
moſt inſatiate efteminate perſon, and had lately married a 
young wench of oneor twoand twenty, and yet was not 
ſatisfied | with her, but neighed after other women. 
Now all this Helliſh Aſperſion was raiſed upon no other 

round, bue becauſe the ſaid vile wretch, a vertiginous Co- 
Jonel forſooth, of the worſt ſtamp, could not wrelt out of 
G2 the 
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the ſaid Reverend Biſhops hails; one: of the. beſt Man- 
nors, belonging to the See of Bath.and Wells, Jp: 6, Bac the 
Biſhop being, as was ſaid, now inhis eightieth; year; and 
his ſecond wife, whom he married about fouge'or five years 
ſince, for a Nurſe and Comfort in his diſconſolate condit- 
On, being a very grave Matron offixty years of Age; what 
ſpark of Probabikty,-or ground for ſuch a baſe flander 
there could be, lerall candid Chriſtiavs judge, to whom the 
Reverend Father does appeal; and the ſame Father is rea- 
dyto take an Oath, with ſuch an Awful Execration, for his 
purgation i that particular, thar'his ſlanderers darg.not fol- 
low him therein, Yet what if an Ancient. Biſhop or 
Churchman had indeed taken'a young Abi/hag in the way 
of Matrimony, to-comfort and cheriſh him in his old age; 
as David did - without it, had it been ſuch an abomigable 
thing Thetruthis, too many of our Engliſh Nobilitie 
and Gentry, as vvell asthe Commonaltie, do ſpeak too yile- 
ly of Gods Ordinance, Matrimony, eſpecially in the Cler- 
Sie,as if they did raore then encline to Poperiein that point 
And ſome coy Ladies, that think it a fine thing to have .a 
ſpruce Chaplain to- vvait .upon. them, in a little higher 
Sphere then a Serving- man, docven yomit to hear of the 
marriage of a bavvdy: Prieſt, as they moſt unchriſtianl 
Jpeak, as if they honoured neither. God, nor his Chriſt, ſo 
much as Ethnicks honour'd ther falle geds, and their Prieſts 
for their ſakes. Hovv frequent is 1t.vvith the moſt, to'make 


a ſcorn in all companies of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, by cal. 


ling him Parſon, Parſon, at everyturne, notin Reſpeqbut 
in baſe contempt.” Which vvord hath toolong, and yet 
doth continue, to be in as-great deriſion,as of late the.name 
of King, Duke, Earle, Lord, or Biſhop.. ' And vyhat 
mocks and-flouts are daily, and hourely, caſt at the Regular 
Clergie 
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Clergie, as they paſle inthe (treets, and even in ſome of 
the moſt Eminent Noble Families in and abont London; 
'tisa ſhame to hear and ſee. And if his Majeſtie, and 
other Noble Perlonages, do not ſpeedily declare in their 
Families, andelſewhere, their deteſtation of ſuch {cornes, 
and give open countenance to thoſe that are ſet apare for 


| God's Service, as well as to that Worſhip by Common 


prayer, eſtabliſhed by Law, *«ds to be feared,that all our old 
Animoſitizs will ferment to that height, that *twill be too 
late to luppreſle them. 

'T was ſome few dates ago ſpoken in noleſſe a family, then 
the Lord Generall's, by a Majors wife, who may be ſuppoſed 
to ſpeake the ſenſe of her husband, and of divers others of 
that gang, that the Kings Quite, were no better thena com- 
pany of idlers, and that ſbe hoped to live to fee all fuch ſu- 

r{titious fooleries, pulled down with a vengeance, and ty 
have thoſe that love rogo in long Garments, and yet were in- 
deed Wolves in Sheeps clothing, to beſtript of their forma- 
lities,and that ſheknew there were thoulands, nay, millions ir 
thethree Nations of her minde. The reaſon why this is 
here inſerted, is, thatif poſſible, ſome notice of ſuch ſeditious 


ſpirits may cometo his Majeſties, andthe Lord General's 


eares, and be ſpeedily checkt. 

That ſlander lately raiſed againſt the Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells, is much like that other of old forged, and in all Pulpirs 
of the Non-cotformiſts moſt impudently, as groſſe alie as it 
is,prodlaimed,to make him,andthat-whole order odious, vis; 
That heſhould ſay, that he thanked God, he had left never a 
LeRurer in his whole Dioceſſe. Whereas there is not a Per- 
ſonof any Intelligence,thar lived in thatDiocelle, but knowes;, 
that there were continually, as ſearned LeQures of Reverend 
men, with the approbation of the —y Biſhop, in the ſaid Di- 

oceſle 
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ocelſe, as in any other. Indeed that prudent Governour of 


the Church, was, and is, ſomewhat of Sir Henry Wootton's,or 
rather of L ip/us his opinion, that nor only Di/putands, but 
alſo Predicandi pruritus fit Eccleſie ſcabies ; and there- 
foredid his endeavour to ſupprefle, and hinder the placing of 
ſingle Leturers in Cities, I ownes, and Villages, by any fa- 
ion of thepeople, without, and againſt the good liking of 
the lawfull ReQor, or Incumbent. And how many arc 
there, that were the greateſt followers, and admirers, of fuch 
ſingle faQtious LeQurers, thar are now convinc'd, that they 
were the bellowes , that blew up the. flame, thathath 
 ſolong waſted both Church, andState, And indeed {uch is 
imprudence, and paſſion, of many Preachers, that wiſe men 
conceive Sir Frances Bacon'spropolal,not without very good 
reaſon; and thatit would tend more to the Churches peace, 
and the good of ſouls, if there were one compleat body of 
wholeſome Homilies, or Sermons , one, or two, for every 
Lord's day,and other Feſtivalls thorowout the wholeyear ; 
compoſed, or colleGed, by the moſt learned,and pious of our 
Church, and ſet cut by Authority to beread to the people , 
in ſtead of ſo many Crude Rhapſodies; as are many times 
through haſte,or want of learnung,and prudence, obtruded on 
them. And that only ſowe few that are: known to b2 pru- 
dent, and of a rightſober, and peaceable temper, upon very 
ſpeciall occaſions, or emergencies, ſhould be allowedtocom- 
ſe Prayers,or Sermons, of their own; and thele likewiſe to 
had ſcanned by ſome in Authority, before they be pro- 
nounced in publick. The very Potts, and Oratours, a- 
mong the antient Etbuicks, took this care, before they did 
dare to commit any thing to publick view, or audience, not 
only for the propriety, and puritic of the words, and phrale, 
but alſo for the ſoliditie, and pertinencie's ſake, of what they 


penned 
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penned, as the I{luſtrious Lzpfus, and ſince him, the learned | 
Vofſzas fhirw in their treatiſes de Recitatione veterum. And 
{hall Heathens be more tender of their credits, then we Chri- 
| ſtiansof the peace of the Church, and of Charity ? 

I know nothing has conduced ſomuch to the bringing us 
mto thoſe [ate horrid confuſions, and fo likely to hurry us 
back again into them, as that overweening Enthuſfiaſticall 
opinion, whichthe common people have got among them, 
vis. T har when a manis gotup into the Pulpir, eſpecially, 
if he makeule of no Notes, he hasa ſpecial, extraordinary | 
inſpiration, not much ſhort of, if not the very ſame, with 
that of the old Prophets, Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles; and | 
that God putseven the words, and phraſes, into his tiade , 
and mouth, and that what he there prayes, and preaches, as 
chey call it,isthe very word of God, farre tranſ{cending that 
which is read in the Pew below. The occaſion, or cauſe 
rather of this opinion among people,is,thatchis, and the like 
prefaces;are ordinarily recited 1n the Pulpit, never inthe 
Pew, vis. Hearken to the word of God,as you ſhall finde 
it written, Cc. Or, hearken to the good word of God,as it 
ſhall be delivered to you, upon thele words, Cc. Or, give 
good heed, or attencion, to the whole minde of God, as it 
{hall be exhibited from cheſe words ,&c. Whereas alas, too 
too often, to the great grief of ſober mindedChriſtians,ſome 
are ſo far from giving the munde of God, that they do not un- 
derftand theminde of learned men, upon thoſe places they 
undertake tohandle. | 

What if a man (hould fay,that fince the death of the Pro- 
phets,Evangeliſts,and Apoſtles, there is no preachingar all, 
properly, and ſtrictly ſo called? For they were the only 
py e&r Kms, i, e, Heralds, Proclaimers, Predicatours, or; 

m 


aſladours, that broughcthe ſacred Meſſages to us im- 
Ha medt 
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mediately from God; and the Miniſters of the Goſpell now 
are bound up to their Canon, may not adde or diminiſh one 
Tota. and therefore are rather Expeſitours, then Preachers, 
unleſs it be in a very large, and improper ſenſe. 

Whatif a man (hould ſay, that the expounding of any 
place of Scripture,muſt be done in the ſame way, and by the 
ſame helps, thata Maſter, or Uther in a School, uſes in the 
expoſition of 1ſocrates his Parenefis, or T wlhe's Offices, or 
any other Claſficall Author, | 

What if a man ſhould ſay, that publick praying , or 
preaching in a large ſenſe, ex tempore, if any be lo pro- 

hanely raſh and finfull, as ſo to do, (for ſome that are 
thought by theDeluded people ſo to do,do nothing leſs; but 
do make as many wry mouths & cloſe-ſtool faces in private, 
to prepare thoſe crudirttes, as they do in ſqueezing them out 
in publick) is no more «then for a ſchool-boy to make a 
rude Theam,Oration,or Verſe ex tempore. 'Tis true indeed, 
that praying and preaching, ſtill I mean in the larger ſenſe, 
are Ads dues. oh about ſacred things, and yet are no 
more properly gifts, then any of theliberall ſciences. God's 
good bleſsingnodoubt does go along with them, where 
they are ſoberly andRegularly uſed,in their kinde;and fo it 
doth with a chriſtian ſcholar or ſtudent in his other learn- 
ing, in it's kinde : And any one in the Pulpit, if he bath nor 
read much, and ſtudied hard before hand, may as ſoon 
miſtake thetrue ſenſe of a place of Scripture, or faulter in 
his prayer, as a ſ{chool[-maſter or ſcholar at the Desk or 
Table, if they be not circumſpe , in expounding, con- 
ſtruing, or parſing an Authour,.at compoſing and. pro- 
nouncing, Theam, Verſe or Qration; X 
And this I take to be "correſpondent to the mind of that 


Illuſtrious light of our Church, Doctor Hammond, in his 


pretace 
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(29) | 
preface to his precious Annotationy upon the New Te- 
{tament, and of all the moſt pious anq learned Church-men 
ofourNation:who are content with thatHonour whichGod 


_ —_ ed 
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hath given them, by an ordinary cal, and his ordinary Aſ.. 


ſittance,without deſiring to boy upt emſelves in the eſteem 
ofthe Vulgar, by a Pretence to ſudqi Mountebank Enthy- 
fiaſmes, as others boalt of. 

And for the Specialties or particular Bills, that are pur 
up in ſomeof our Churches, it wee wellif they were alittle 
better conſidered of, and whithe they tend. As for ex- 
ample, if a Lace-maker,or Buttorſeller,hath occaſion to go 
toa Faire or Market, at thirty o fourty miles diſtance, or 
to place a Boy to School, oran apprentice, the Prayers of 
the greateſt Congregations are olemnly deſired for a bleſ- 
ſing upon the Journey and Undetaking. *Tis true, God's 
Providence is over the meaneſt ning, and the loweſt Acti- 
ons of men, as over the very-Sprrows and the very hairs 
of our heads: and yet it a Sparrvy, that one loves ſhould 
be ſick, or ones haire beginto fal oft, were it fit to put up 
a particular, publike, ſolemn pryer in a Church for them. 

What will wiſe men ſay to tits Bill, viz. -{ Servant that 
is fallen into a prophane Famihey deſires the Prayers of this 
Convregation, that God would be phaſed in mercy, by his Provi- 
denceto fide out a way to remove thn out of that Familie. W hi- 
ther, | pray, tends this, but to ftion and ſedition in Fami- 


-hes, as well as in the Church aid State ? Qne would have 
thought, ifithad been fit at all, that ſuch a thing ſhould be 
-put up in a Billfor publick Priyer,-it ſhould rather have 
.beenthus, viz, A Servant tha is fallen into a prophane 
Familie, defires the prayers of this Congregation, that God 


would give him paticiice to-<ontinue there, and be a bleſ- 


ſingto that Familie, as Foſeph-was:to-Potipbar's, and Inftru. 
___- _ is 


mental 


_, "oy %o. 


(32) 
mediately from God; and the Miniſters of the Gofpell now 
are bound up to their Canon, may not adde or diminiſh one 
Tota, and therefore are rather Expeſitours, then Preachers, 
unleſs it be in a very large, and improper ſenſe. 

Whatif a man ſhould ſay, that the expounding of any 
place of Scripture,muſt be done in the ſame way, and by the 
ſame helps, thata Maſter, or Uther in a School, uſes in the 
expoſition of 1ſocrates his Parenefis, or T wlies Offices, or 
any other Claſſicall Author, | 

What if a man ſhould ſay, that publick praying , or 
preaching in a large ſenſe, ex tempore, if any be lo pro- 
phanely raſh and finfull, as ſo to do, ( for ſome that are 
thought by theDeluded people ſo to do,do nothing leſs; but 
do make as many wry mouths & cloſe-ſtool faces in private, 
to prepare thoſe crudities, as they do in ſqueezing them our 
in publick) is no more then for a ſchool-boy to make a 
rude Theam, Oration,or Verſe ex tempore. 'Tis true indeed, 
that praying and preaching, ſtill I mean in the larger ſenſe, 
are Ads eetth about ſacred things, and yet areno 
more properly gifts, then any of theliberall ſciences. God's 
good bleſsing,noctoubt does go along with them, where 
they are ſoberly andRegularly uſedin their kinde;and fo it 
doth with a chriſtian ſcholar or ſtudent in his other learn- 
ing, in it's kinde : And any one in the Pulpit, if he bath nor 
read much, and ſtudied hard before hand, may as ſoon 
miſtake the:true ſenſe of a place of Scripture, or faulter in 
his prayer, as a ſ{chool[-maſter or ſcholar at the Desk or 
Table, if they be not circumſpec , in expounding, con- 
ſtruing, or parſing an Authour, at compoſing and. pro- 
nouncing, Theam, Verſe or Qration; | 

And thisI take to be "correſpondent to the mind of that 


Illaſtrious light ofour Church, Doctor Hammond, in his 
pretace 
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(29) | 
preface to his precious Annotation upon the. New Te- 
{tament, and of all the moſt pious anq learned Church-men 
ofourNation:who are content with thatHonour whichGod 


hath given them, by an ordinary cal, and his ordinary Aſ.. 


ſiſtance,without deſiring to boy upthemſelves in the eſteem 
ofthe Vulgar, by a Pretence to ſudi Mountebank Enthy- 
fiaſmes, as others boaſt of. 

And for the Specialties or particular Bills, that are put 
up in ſomeof our Churches, it wee wellif they were alittle 
better conſidered of, and whithe they tend. As for ex- 
ample, if a Lace-maker,or Buttorſeller,hath occaſion to go 
toa Faire or Market, at thirty o fourty miles diſtance, or 
to place a Boy to School, oran apprentice, the Prayers of 
the greateſt Congregations are olemnly deſired for a bleſ. 
ſing upon the Journey and Undertaking. *Tis true, God's 
Providence is over the meanelt ning, and the loweſt Acti- 
ons of men, as over the very-Sfarrows and the very hairs 
of our heads: and yet it a Sparryy, that one loves ſhould 
be ſick, or ones haire beginto fal oft, were it fit to put up 
a particular, publike, ſolemn pryerin a Church for them. 

What will wiſe men ſay to tis Bill, viz. - {Servant that 
is fallen into a propbane Families deſires the Prayers of this 
Congregation, that God would be pyaſed in mercy, by his Provi- 
dence,to fade out a way to remove thn out of that Familie. W hi- 
ther, | pray, tends this, but to f{ftion and ſedition in Fami- 
-lies, as well as in the Church aid State  Qne would have 

thohght, if ithad been fit at all, that ſuch aching ſhould be 
-put up in aBillfor publick Priyer,. it ſhould rather have 
.beenthus, viz, A Servant tha is fallen into a prophane 
Familie, defires the prayers of his Congregation, that God 
would give him paticiice to-<ontinue there, and be a bleſ- 
ſingto that Familie, as Foſephwas:to:Potipbar's, and Inftru. 
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mental for God's glory, by his good example, 

\ Butſhould we tellof all the ſtrange Extravagancies of 
ſome men, in their priying, preaching, thankſgivings and 
faſtings, as how ofie deſires Cod ro make the King truly a | 
Defendet of the Faith;\as if it were not his legal Title,and 
an Injunttion bf both Houſes, that he ſhould be prayed | 
for as Defender of the Fath, truly Ancient, Catholick, and 
Apoſtslick, and in all Ciuſes, and over all Perſons,as well 
Eccleſiaſtical as Tempor\], in his Majeſties Realmes and 
Dominions, Supreme Bad and Goyernour, Bur ſome 
men fondly think, if bis Hajeſtie be not fer Presbyterie or 
Indepegdencie, _ Bihops and Common-prayer, he 
cannot be truly a Defenderof theFatth. Another appoints a 
publick Faſt of his privatephancie; and prayes, that God 
would humble'the Natior for not ſticking cloſe to the Co- 
venant, for ſtarting aſide tom the Covenant, for noe Ad- 
hering ro the Covenant, int's principal and main ends and 
intentions. Another bes God to undermine and pull 
down the great ones in theNation, that are combining a- 
gainft God and Jeſus Chrit and thePower of Godlineſle m 
the Nation, and that he waild ſet up his Zenwbbebels again 
mrthe Nation, Anotherpreaches, that azrrue Mmitter of 
ce Goſpel muſt uſe Diſth{@ton m his preaching, and not 
facha kind of general prething, as was now coming up mn 
the Nation, which wouldbreak no bones, and convert no 
ſoutes.. 'Hath bis Majeſticbeen fo gracious, as to forgive 
Jo much; and todeclartfon a warning his Refolvedaefſe to [Þ 
wcallrigour, and feyeriry, for thefuture,agaivk all fuch;as =, 
by word, or deed, ſhall doiany thing contrary w:theGo- = k 
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vertment, which I EnRnnG Church, k 
aschatin the State; and yt flare theſe AudaciousIncendia- i 
ries ſtillgo on, wadera prceſce of gonlfor God's glory, to 


blow 


) 
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(35) 
blow the Trumpet of Sedition,and another Rebellion? Let 


them take heed, that the hand of God, and Juſtice ds not 0- 
vertake them, c're they be awate, as it hath ſome of their 
wicked crew. A 

The Reader is defired to take notice, that whereas thereis 
a ſcandalous ſtory graſſant, in diſhonour to the Reverend 
Biſhops, and Doours of our Church,viz. That when 
thefirſt newes of the Parliament's due ſubmiſſion to, and 
doſe with his Majeſtie's Gracious declaration, was brought 
to the Hague; His Majeſty ſhould call upon a Biſhop or 
DoRour then preſent, in theſe, orſuchlike words. Come 
DoRour, ſinceit hath pleaſed Gad, to be ſo Gracious to 
me, and my people, let Us immediately give God ſolemn 
thanks here, while the Commiſſioners be preſet, At which 
the Biſhop, or Doftour, was much abaſhed,as the ſtory runs, 
and making ſhift for a Common-prayer-book, did tumble it, 
and fumble it a long time, for ſome forme, or formes,to ſerve 
theparticular occation; bur after long ado, his Majeſty,with 
ſomepaſſion ſaid, W hy, cannot yougive God thanks upon 


; ſuch aneminent occaſion, without your Book? To which 
the Biſhop, or Dotour replied,may it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


I defire not to be wiſer then theChurch At which, His Ma- 
jeſty haſtily ſnarchtche Book from him, laid itunderhis own 
Armes,and gaveGod thanks ex tempore,in an admirable man- 


ner. This is the ſtory;butuyzvn good enquirie, and diſcourſe 


| with ſundry Perſons then preſent, it appears to be indeed bur 


y;* dit it beotherwile, let any of that gang diſprove 
San, in the next Pamphlet, or Journal DoRour 


aſt 
it, 
rle,and Doctour George Hall, are Perſons fide digni, and 
re preſent, all the while the Commithoners were deliver-. 
ing theix Meſſage tothe King; and they have been talked 


with, andaverr the contrary. 490 no queſtion, His _—_ 
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=” **-f hebeMitably acked will tnakegood whatrhgpaperr: 
©  V Valthire Mr. Faireclough of Wells in Somet/ert, . who 
: hath the Kn@*k of praying Ex tempore, as well as' the belt 
of them, and hath gone for a Presbyteriar, thatat afriendly 
Conference with ſome Divines in Dorſetſhure; ingenuouſly 
confeſſed, That he neyer prayed ſo hearthy'in his life, as at 
Cambridge by the Common-prayer. ' . And that rather then 
there ſhould be another {uch a Confuſion in Church gr. 
State, he could wiſh all the Presbyterians and Independents 


in England baniſhe. 
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